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GROTTO DONATES WEEKEND  

TO ACCA WORK PROJECTS  
Reward: Neck-deep water 

 

By CURT HARLER 
     Caving and cave conserva-
tion are alive and well at the 
Cleveland Grotto. Conservation 
Chair Eric Toepke set up a work 
weekend in early November at 
Hidden River Cave in Horse 
Cave, Ky. Pitching in with Eric 
were Casey and Kaz Dec, Curt 
Harler, Bill and Gretchen Lend-
vay, Chelsea Levin, Lori and Joe 
Marchese, Gary Nelson, Mickey 
Skowronsky, Laura Stine, Geoff 
Whidden and Susan Wiedmann. 
     There were times we were 
not thinking about conservation. 
One such was while Geoff was 

standing up to his chest in water; Casey 
and I were up to our necks; and Chelsea 
and Megan from Louisville Grotto were 

bravely trying to bob along 
while not stirring up the 
bottom. This was our re-
ward for a job well done 
around the museum. Be-
tween breaths we counted 
11 blind cave fish (one 
50% longer than my index 
finger) and several white 
cave crayfish. The water 
was remarkably clear: I 
could easily see the loops 
on Geoffôs pants and the 
cuffs on Chelseaôs cover-
alls under 4 feet of water. 
That last part of the trip 
was the crowning jewel in 
a several-hour run to the 
Wheet River area 
(named, not for the grain, 
but the ACCA guide who 
discovered the passage 
about a decade ago). 
Steve Gentry from Louis-
ville Grotto and John from 
Michigan pointed the 
way. A biologist earlier 

Note Gretchen in the corner, digging a new entrance to Hidden River.  
Meantime, Mickey goes vertical; Geoff pulls vines. Bill acts the role of an 

ODOT employee.  Gary supervises and ACCAôs Dave Foster arrives on the 
scene too late to do anything but provide pizza. 

 

 

Laura Stine 
went vertical to 
remove weeds 

and stones 
from above the 

entrance to 
Hidden River 

Cave. 

 

Conservation Officer, Eric Toepke, hauls off an armload 
of weed, er, weeds at the ACCA work party. 

Susan Wiedmann, Gary Nelson, Geoff Whidden and a 
Louisville Grotto member volunteer prune vegetation at 

the Cave Museum site. 

 



From: Eric Toepke  Subjt: First "caving" experience of the new year? Date: Fri, 1 Jan 2010 
     Just thought I would drop a note letting everyone know that Elias Russell Toepke arrived on Dec 23rd. 
We all made it home on Christmas. Everyone is doing great. 
     Turns out I got "lucky" this year, since I haven't been caving in a while, and the Cleveland grotto hasn't 
been sewering in a while. I got to do the next best thing. I spent the last two days in the crawlspace of my in-
laws house replacing their sewer pipes that had been leaking for some time. 
     Hope your cave trips are better than my "cave trip" was :)     --Eric 
 

     Below, Laura taking gifts during the Grotto Christmas/Holiday Party.  
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